
APPENDIX A - Assessment Methodology 

1.1 To determine whether a neighbouring existing building may be adversely affected, the initial 

test provided by the BRE is to establish if any part of the proposal subtends an angle of more 

than 25˚ from the lowest window serving the existing building. If this is the case then there 

may be an adverse effect, and more detailed calculations are required to quantify the extent of 

any impact. 

1.2 The BRE guidelines provide two principal measures of daylight for assessing the impact on 

properties neighbouring a site, namely Vertical Sky Component (VSC) and No-SkyLine 

(NSL). They also detail a third measure of daylight which gives more detailed consideration to 

overall amenity internally, namely Average Daylight Factor (ADF).  

1.3 Vertical Sky Component (VSC) – VSC is a measure of the direct skylight reaching a point 

from an overcast sky. It is the ratio of the illuminance at a point on a given vertical plane to the 

illuminance at a point on a horizontal plane due to an unobstructed sky.  

1.4 For existing buildings, the BRE guideline is based on the loss of VSC at a point at the centre 

of a window, on the outer plane of the wall.   

1.5 The BRE guidelines state that if the VSC at the centre of a window is less than 27%, and it is 

less than 0.8 times its former value (i.e. the proportional reduction is greater than 20%), then 

the reduction in skylight will be noticeable, and the existing building may be adversely 

affected. 

1.6 No-Sky Line (NSL) - NSL is a measure of the distribution of daylight within a room.  It maps 

out the region within a room where light can penetrate directly from the sky, and therefore 

accounts for the size of and number of windows by simple geometry.  



1.7 The BRE suggest that the area of the working plane within a room that can receive direct 

skylight should not be reduced to less than 0.8 times its former value (i.e. the proportional 

reduction in area should not be greater than 20%).  

1.8 Average Daylight Factor (ADF) - ADF is a measure of the overall amount of diffuse daylight 

within a room. It is the average of the daylight factors across the working plane within a room. 

This equates to the ratio of the average illuminance across the working plane, to the illuminance 

due to an unobstructed sky. 

1.9 The ADF is detailed in Appendix C of the BRE Report. This provides guidance for acceptable 

ADF values in the presence of supplementary electric lighting, depending on the room use. 

These are 1.0% for a bedroom, 1.5% for a living room and 2.0% for a kitchen. 

1.10 Although ADF is primarily used for assessing amenity within proposed accommodation, in 

relation to assessing the effect on properties neighbouring a site, as ADF is a measure of the 

overall level of daylight within a space it enables a more detailed understanding of retained 

amenity, particularly where the internal arrangements of the property in question are known. It 

also provides a helpful point of reference to understand how levels of daylight reaching a 

specific building (as measured by VSC) relate to the overall amenity within that building. 

 


